


CBL Themes



Quarter Theme

  Posted in class

  Discussed on a daily basis

  Connected to students lives

  Used in classroom management language















A CBL classroom 

§ What does it look like??? 













CBL reading list

  Middle school has a 3 year reading list

  High school has a 4 year reading list
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Middle 
School 

Reading List  

Cycle I  
2017-2018 

Cycle II  
2018-2019	

Cycle III  
2016-2017	

	

Responsibility  
Requires 
Action 

Tuck	Everlasting		
The	Breadwinner	
Joey	Pigza	Swallowed	the	Key	

Island	of	the	Blue	Dolphins	
Esperanza	Rising	
Iqbal	

Lupita	Mañana		
Freak	the	Mighty	
The	Outside	Shot	

	

Change 
Requires 

Effort 

Miracle’s	Boys	
Taste	of	Salt	
Popcorn	Days	and	Buttermilk	
Nights		

Riding	Freedom	
Where	the	Red	Fern	Grows	
Jesse	

The	Maze	
Frindle	
I	am	the	Cheese	

	

Leadership 
Requires 

Engagement 

The	Call	of	the	Wild	
The	Mighty	Miss	Malone		
The	Boy	on	the	Wooden	Box	

The	Lightning	Thief	
The	Girl	Who	Owned	a	City	
The	Westing	Game		

The	View	from	Saturday	
Mud	City	
Claudette	Colvin:	Twice	
Toward	Justice	

	

Justice 
Requires 
Restraint 

Shadow	Spinner	
HUSH	
Framed	in	Fire	

Maniac	Magee	
Nothing	But	the	Truth	
My	Brother	Sam	is	Dead	

Number	the	Stars	
The	Cay	
Nelson	Mandela	

	

Courage 
Requires 
Fortitude 

Bridge	to	Terabithia	
Parvana’s	Journey	
Beardance	

Nightjohn	
Sarny	
Joey	Pigza	Loses	Control	

The	Phantom	Tollbooth	
Wringer	
Roll	of	Thunder,	Hear	My	Cry	

	

Integrity 
Requires 

Wholeness 

Stuck	in	Neutral	
If	You	Come	Softly	
The	Skin	I’m	In	

Bronx	Masquerade	
Seedfolks	
Surviving	the	Applewhites	

Lisa,	Bright	and	Dark	
Goodbye,	Vietnam	
The	Giver	
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High 
School 

Reading 
List	

Cycle I 
2016-2017	

Cycle II 
2017-2018	

Cycle III 
2018-2019	

Cycle IV 
2019-2020	

	

Responsibility  
Requires 
Action 

Adventures	of	Ulysses	
Heaven	
Grapes	of	Wrath	

The	Circuit	
Julius	Caesar	
The	Long	Valley	

Buried	Onions	
The	Pigman	
Kindred	

The	Outsiders	
Breaking	Through	
Lord	of	the	Flies	

	

Change 
Requires Effort 

Holes	
A	Christmas	Carol	
Nectar	in	a	Sieve	

East	Side	Dreams	
To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	
Their	Eyes	Were	Watching	
God	

The	Afterlife	
A	Lesson	Before	Dying	
Cannery	Row	

All	Quiet	on	the	
Western	Front	
Bud,	Not	Buddy	
Of	Mice	and	Men	

	

Leadership 
Requires 

Engagement 

13	Days	
Code	Talkers	
Anne	Frank:	Diary	of	a	
Young	Girl	

The	Jungle	
Bread	Givers	
The	Art	of	Keeping	Cool	

The	Golden	Compass	
Falling	Leaves	
Macbeth		

Death	Be	Not	Proud	
The	Hunger	Games	
Dead	Man	Walking	

	

Justice 
Requires 
Restraint 

Farewell	to	Manzanar	
Night	
Fallen	Angels	

Watsons	Go	to	
Birmingham	–	1963	
A	Raisin	in	the	Sun	
The	Good	Earth	

Friedrich	
Tunes	for	Bears		
to	Dance	To	
Cry,	the	Beloved	Country	

Romeo	and	Juliet	
Left	for	Dead	
Red	Scarf	Girl	

	

Courage 
Requires 
Fortitude 

Harry	Potter	and	the	
Sorcerer’s	Stone	
The	House	on	Mango	
Street	
Othello	

The	Hobbit		
Parrot	in	the	Oven																				
Under	the	Blood	Red	Sun	

Whirligig	
The	Lion,	the	Witch	and	the	
Wardrobe	
Children	of	the	River	

Hatchet	
The	Pearl	
Catfish	and	Mandala	

	

Integrity 
Requires 

Wholeness 

The	Contender	
Our	Town	
The	Joy	Luck	Club	

An	Island	Like	You	
Animal	Farm	
Dragonwings	

I	Heard	the	Owl	Call	My	
Name	
The	First	Part	Last	
Somewhere	in	the	Darkness	

Child	of	the	Owl	
How	the	Garcia	Girls	
Lost	Their	Accents	
A	Child	Called	“It”	

	



A Year



Responsibility Requires Action



Change Requires Effort



Justice Requires Restraint



Courage Requires Moderation



Integrity Requires Wholeness



Shifts for Common Core



The Big Idea: �
every student is ready for college 
or a career at graduation from 
grade 12.�

Shift 1





The Big Idea: �
grade level reading really is, and 
each text is justified several ways. �

Shift 2





The Big Idea: �
focus on intensively teaching new 
words you can use many places.�

Shift 3





The Big Idea: �
teach writing to 1) argue logically, 
2) explain, and 3) tell a story 
[somewhat]; the order used to be 
reversed.�

Shift 4



The Big Idea: �
anchor standards in reading, 
writing and language [usually 10] 
spiral vertically from grades 6-12 �

Shift 5



The Big Idea: �
put less emphasis on listening and 
speaking; put more emphasis on 
the form of language.�

Shift 6



The Big Idea: �
teach to reading and writing 
standards for literature and 
informational text - social studies 
and science.  �

Shift 7



Lesson Plans



Lesson plans

  Gail Tompkins PRREE lesson plan format

  The lessons each consist of several short activities 
based on a collection of nearly a hundred literacy 
strategies which have been validated by research in the 
teaching of the English language arts and also found 
usable by teachers of special populations.





P



One key question
  theme
  content
Question
Information

history connection



Tier Two
  generative
  permanent-portable

history connection



































R



heading only















A Lesson Before Dying 

























Use chapter and section 
information

break it down by setting
where - who



R



5-7 events



continuing graphic: 
one set of directions

history connection















E



Activity
  uses language
  visual, oral
  builds theme

history connection

































































































9 territories
or
inevitable conflicts
or 
8 w’s
who what when where why
how what if   we 

5-10

history connection



ethics content

history connection



theme
ethics connection
basis for writing prompt

history connection



E



Context
Question
Product
3 Standards

CQP3S

3 standards specifications

history connection

2



Header, or
Theme Repeater, or
Theme Activity



What is most important if 
time is short?



1

2 3

What is most important if 
time is short?

4

5



1

2 3

6

What is most important if 
time is short?

4

5
7
8

11

9*

10



1

2 3

6

What is most important if 
time is short?

4

5
7
8

11

9*

10

2review
introduce

analyze
synthesize

writeread



CBL Leadership





  CBL Leadership is organized around the content 
and themes of the Global Studies and American 
Studies utilizing 6 chronological themes.

  Reading of novels, informational text and primary 
source documents will follow the 10th grade World 
History and the 11th grade U.S. History standards.



Independent Study





  CBL Independent Studies presents a subset of CBL 
Leadership in independent study format for rural, 
small school and home schooling settings.

  Lesson plans are refined to allow students to 
complete assignments independently. 



Newsworthy



  Newsworthy uses a news aggregator and over 10 news 
sources to selects daily news and ideas to help 
educators form character and ethics through teaching 
informational text in secondary English, Social Studies, 
and Advisory classes.

cblnewsworthy.org



Content curricula



CBL Science

The science knowledge 
and skills to live with 

character in  the world 
of today and tomorrow. 



Biology



High School Biology/Life Science

B S C S B i o l o g y ,  A n 
Ecological Approach , 
BSCS Green Version, 
Tenth Edition [2006]. 
D u b u q u e ,  I o w a : 
Kendall/Hunt Publishing 
Company . [BSCS= 
[Biological Sciences 
Curriculum Study]



Quarter Biological Theme
Character 

Theme

1 The World of Life Responsibility

2 Continuity of Life Change

3
Diversity and 

Adaptation in the 
Biosphere

Justice

4
Functioning 
Organisms

Courage

5
Patterns in the 

Biosphere
Integrity



Earth Science



Earth Science, Geology, the 
Env i ronment , and the 
Universe. [2005]. Glencoe/
McGraw-Hill with the 
Nat iona l Geographic 
Society.

High School Earth/Physical Science



Quarter
Earth, Space and 
Physical Science 

Theme

Character 
Theme

1
Composition of the 

Earth 
Responsibility

2
The Surface of the 

Earth
Change

3
Atmosphere and 

Oceans
Justice

4 Dynamic Earth Courage

5 Beyond Earth Integrity



Human Science



Human Science 

  engaging life science and health with ethics for the high school: 
 choices, changes, and tools for everyday life  



Human Science 

  
  lessons may be used together to constitute a full 

science program or as a supplement to the adopted 
text 

  science and health content arranged around relevant 
ethical topics 

  web based using a variety of non-text materials 

  focus on changes I can make and habits I can build 
as a foundation for building ethics 


