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American Studies 

 
WORLD OF IDEAS 
Reconstruction 
Kindred by Octavia Butler  
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 
Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen 
Sarny by Gary Paulsen 
      
THE WORLD EMERGES 
Industrialization 
The Jungle by Upton Sinclair  
 
Immigration 
Bread Givers by Anzia Yezierska  
 
Progressives 
Our Town by Thornton Wilder     
Riding Freedom by Pam Muñoz Ryan 

 
WORLD OF CHANGE 
Imperialism 
Dragonwings by Laurence Yep  
 
World War I 
Johnny Got His Gun by Dalton Trumbo 
 
Roaring 20s 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
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WORLD IN CONFLICT 
Great Depression 
Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
Bud, not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Cannery Row by John Steinbeck  
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

 
World War II 
Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston 
Left for Dead: A Young Man’s Search for Justice for the USS Indianapolis by Pete Nelson 

Under the Blood Red Sun by Graham Salisbury   
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac 
 
A WORLD TOGETHER 
Cold War 
13 Days by Robert Kennedy 
 
Civil Rights 
A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines 
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis 
 
A GLOBAL WORLD 
Contemporary America 
The Circuit by Francisco Jimenez 
Breaking Through by Francisco Jimenez 
Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and 
Memory of Vietnam by Andrew Pham 
Death Be Not Proud by John Gunther 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 
Buried Onions by Gary Soto 
 
 
 

http://www.scu.edu/character


3 
 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics      

www.scu.edu/character       December 18, 2013 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Global Studies 
 
 
WORLD OF IDEAS 
Growth of the Nation-State 
Adventures of Ulysses by Bernard Evslin 
Sonnets #130 and #116 by William Shakespeare 
The Three Musketeers  by Alexandre Dumas 
The Masque of Red Death by Edgar Allen Poe 
 
World Revolutions 
Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
Common Sense by Thomas Paine 
My Brother Sam is Dead by James Lincoln Collier & Christopher Collier 
 
THE WORLD EMERGES 
Industrial Revolutions 
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens 
Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
Animal Farm by George Orwell             
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck  
 
WORLD OF CHANGE 
Imperialism 
Nectar in a Sieve by Kamala Markandaya  
Shadow Spinner by Susan Fletcher 
The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 
World War I 
All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 
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WORLD IN CONFLICT 
Rise of Dictators 
Friedrich by Hans Peter Richter 
Falling Leaves by Adeline Yen Mah 
 
World War II 
Night by Eli Wiesel 
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 
 
A WORLD TOGETHER 
Development of Communist States 
Red Scarf Girl by Ji Li Jiang 
Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers 
 
Cold War 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
 
A GLOBAL WORLD 
Other Modern Conflicts: 5 Weeks 
Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton 
Nelson Mandela by Barry Denenberg 
The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 
Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis 
Children of the River by Linda Crew 
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